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two; then taking leave of his uncle, he hired one to drive
the oxen to Norwich. After two or three months had
expired, the old gentleman, not hearing from him, turned to
his writings, where he found the nest, but the birds flown;
for Will had tempered the ink with saltpetre and other
corrosive ingredients which eat through the paper. This
startled the old man so, that he suddenly took pen in hand
and wrote a very severe letter to his kinsman, threatening
him with a course of law.
He pretended to be greatly concerned at the matter, and
summoned his uncle to appear at the assizes at Norwich,
having in the meantime suborned a false witness or two
to give evidence to a forged paper wherein his uncle was
found to confess himself indebted to his father in the sum
of six hundred pounds, payable, in case of his decease, to
this his unlucky son. The usual hand and mark of the uncle
were artificially counterfeited with a different ink from the
body of the obligation, both tempered with soot to make
them seem of such standing as the date would require.
Besides this, he had also forged a certain discharge, the
tenor whereof was that he had received twenty oxen for
two hundred pounds of the said six hundred.
This acquittance was cunningly sealed up and sent to a
countryman near Colchester, whom he had also hired to be
an assistant; and he delivered it to the uncle in the presence
of the Court. Will, as soon as he saw him begin to open
it, prayed the Court to examine his papers, which they did,
and the discharge made so much for him that judgment
was passed in his favour, and the defendant constrained
not only to renounce his pretence but also condemned to
pay the remainder of the sum that was mentioned in the
obligation, which was four hundred pounds.
At last, having exhausted all his ill-gotten money, Will
betook himself to housebreaking, for which he had been twice
committed to Newgate and tried at the Old Bailey, but
had the good luck to escape hanging because the witnesses
were defective in their evidence. This success in his roguery
did so harden him that there was scarce a jail throughout
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